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Life Group Member Guide 
Focal Passage: Mark 8 (CSB)  
Passage in Context: Mark 8: 27-37 

 Bible-Reading Tip: Begin by asking God to open your eyes and hearts to His Word. In 1 Corinthians 2:6-16, Paul writes that 
the Spirit – who lives inside everyone who believes in Jesus – knows the depths of God and reveals Him to those who follow 
Jesus. So, always begin your time of reading the Bible with a prayer for Him to open your eyes and ears to what He will reveal. 
This doesn’t mean that you will always have an emotional encounter or a special revelation, but you are acknowledging that He is 
that One through whom all wisdom is revealed.  

27 Jesus went out with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the road 

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 

28 They answered him, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, one of the 

prophets.” 

29 “But you,” he asked them, “who do you say that I am?” 

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he strictly warned them to tell no 

one about him. 

His Death and Resurrection Predicted 

31 Then he began to teach them that it was necessary for the Son of Man to suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and rise after 

three days. 32 He spoke openly about this. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33 But turning around and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are not thinking about God’s concerns[a] but human concerns.” 

Take Up Your Cross 

34 Calling the crowd along with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone wants to 

follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whoever 

wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me and the 

gospel will save it. 36 For what does it benefit someone to gain the whole world and yet 

lose his life? 37 What can anyone give in exchange for his life? 

 

HEAR Bible Reading 
Method 

 
HIGHLIGHT the passage 
 
• Underline any 

repeated words or key 
ideas you see.   

• Note any questions 
you have about what 
you read. 

• In 2-3 sentences, 
summarize what was 
said or what 
happened.  

 
EXPLAIN the passage 
 
• What was revealed 

about God?  His 
character, desires, 
and/or actions? 

• What was revealed 
about people?  What 
we are/do or what we 
should be/do?  

 
APPLY the passage 
 
• From this reading, 

what truth do you 
need to embrace?  

• By God’s power, how 
will you THINK, 
SPEAK, or ACT 
differently based on 
what you read?   

 
RESPOND to the passage 
 
• Talk to God about 

what you’ve seen and 
learned in this 
passage.   

• Ask Him to help you 
apply the truth to your 
life.   

 


